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Read the following passage and answer the questions. (30 %)

Despite the many rumors to the contrary, my grandfather did not die driving an Acme car
across his pond. As I will demonstrate, this is not true. Admittedly, he had started behaving
strangely in recent years. In view of the attempted firing of the courthouse cannon last July,
it would be foolish to state otherwise. But certain untrue stories now in circulation are unfair
to his family’s memory of him and must be corrected.

While strange, many of the stories about his attempts to get the local Acme franchise™
are true. Just after Acme wagons were introduced in this country, he bought one for use on
his farms. For reasons none of us will ever know, he began to take an interest, a very active
interest, in helping the Acme company. He decided at age seventy-one to become the local
dealer for the car, but because of his advanced years and strange behavior, the company said

no. He bought three more Acmes, either to impress the company managers or maybe out of

(n
pure enthusiasm., These cars, he gave to his grandchildren, (One is still in the author’s

possession and running perfectly.) But not even his extra purchases brought so much as a
discount from the home office.

At this point in Grandfather’s attempt to secure the franchise, he came up with the idea
for the much-discussed “pond-drive.” Having read in the owner’s manual that the Acme car
keeps water out more perfectly than almost any other car, he decided to personally
demonstrate and document (2)this fact, thus winning the long-sought-after approval of Acme
International. To his farm near Little Easonburg, he called six of his farm workers and one
twelve-year-old grandson. They were stationed at 1. 5-meter intervals along the pond bank,
each man ,.equipped with a camera and film and ready to take photographs. The pond itselt

(3)
is a small one used to store water for the farm. My grandfather had at one time stocked the

pond with fish which some of the lazy workers are said to have fished out and eaten before
they could reproduce.

His theory was that the spinning rear tires would move the car through the water. He
evidently drove it slowly down the east bank, sounding the horn: a signal to “Aim all cameras.”
Eased into the water, the car actually floated and started to move. Once it reached the center
of the pond, it slowly drifted toward the shore, the speedometer showing 180 km/h while the
vehicle advanced at only about 5 km/h through the water. Some moisture did leak in, but
hardly enough to sink the car, as many have falsely reported. The experiment, in short, was
an overwhelming success. When the car containing my grandfather finally climbed up the
opposite bank, the six farm workers and one grandson, the writer’s first cousin, are said to
have let out a sudden cheer.
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It was immediately afterwards, while taking the car for a quick land drive — toward the
nearest public telephone some three kilometers away—that the fatal accident occurred.
When he hit the curve on Band Road, Grandfather seems to have lost control of the car. It
crashed over a low bridge and into a farm pond much deeper than his own. He had lowered

the car’'s windows, to dry what little water had , originally leaked in. With all the windows

@
open, his Acme did not float long this time. He went dowa with it.

I have given all these details to point out that the pond in which he drowned was more
than two kilometers from the original site of his successful experiment. This, I hope, will put

an end to rumors that his death was the result of a ,_foolish mistake. Though the “pond-

{5)
drive” photographs did not come out because of the dust and exhaust from the car, we still
have the witnesses’ spoken accounts. In short, the man died having proved something, which
is more than most of us can say. Acme International, hearing of his death, sent our family a
letter signed by a vicepresident of that company. It expressed gratitude for Grandfather’s
“pioneering consumer spirit,” and went on to say, “We could certainly use more customers

with his brand of courage and determination.” This, I hope, will finally put a stop to all these

rumors and permit his widow, children, and grandchildren to live normal lives again.

(Allan Gurganus, “A Public Denial.” Flask Fiction: 72 Very Short Stories, edited by James
Thomas, Denise Thomas, and Tom Hazuka, Norton, 1992. Rewritten and simplified for

this test.)
HEEE: Allan Gurganus,"A Public Denial", The Available Press/Pen short story collection, by PEN America,Ballantine,1985.

'R, TS FYAR

Questions. Answer all questions in Japanese except Question 3i and Question 4.

1. Why did the grandfather buy (l\three more Acmes?

2. What does (Z)this fact refer to in the passage?

3. The author writes that each person watching was ,_equipped with a camera and film.

@3

Were the cameras helpful?
i. Answer by writing “yes” or “no.”

fi. Explain why.
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4, What does ( 4)origin:-.ﬂly mean in the context of the passage? Choose the most
appropriate answer from the following, and write (@), (b), (C), or (d).
(&) when the car was in the factory

(b} when the car was first driven by.its owner

—

C) when the car crossed its owner's pond
)

d

—_

when the car went into the second pond
5. In spite of what many people think, how. did the author’s grandfather actually drown?

6. What do many people think was the grandfather’s (S)foolish mistake?
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Each sentence has four underlined items, (@), (b), (C), and (d). Identify the item that needs to

be corrected. Then correctly rewrite the entire item without changing the meaning. (10 %)

Example: I've _ ever (b)been to Hawaii ( c)m would like to go ,  sometime,

@) )

Answer: Example

& never

1, (a)Almost tourists from Eurcpe and North America seem . .to have acquired a (C)good

(b

knowledge of Japanese culture before ., coming to Japan,

)

2. We could @ tell from the audience’s faces that they mere (C\interested in @

speaker’s ideas.

3. ( a)Now that one of my classmates, b)whom 1 used to talk with only two or three times a

(

gone overseas, we have begun to send text messages for

week on campus, has o

(cj
each other every day.

4. In the end, T decided ,_on one of the hotels )where the travel agency (C)M

@) {b)

recommended ( d]_tg me.

5. It suddenly started @

)raining, S0 we (b)had to run (C)inﬁ a nearby shop ( d)for avoiding

getting wet.
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Read the following passage and answer the questions. (25 %)

These days, people are often worried about food security, which means the ability of each
country to make its own food without depending on other countries. This issue has gotten
more attention because of circumstances that have caused problems with food supply lines,
such as the COVID-19 pandemic and the war between Russia and Ukraine, hoth of which are
countries in the world’s breadbasket®. A stable supply of food is especially important in
developing parts of the world, including countries in Africa and Southeast Asia, and even
people in developed countries like Japan may be worried about food as prices go up because of
mthese events. One way of dealing with food security comes from an unlikely source: bugs.
That is, more people are exploring the possibility of insects as food.

Entomophagy, or eating insects, is actually not a new activity. Scientists have discovered
that insects were an important source of food for humans who lived a long time ago because
they were not yet able to grow their own food. There are also many cultures throughout the
world that have a tradition of eating bugs, and this does not seem to have changed since long
ago, even though other food customs have. Japan has its own insect dishes, such as rice
grasshoppers (inago) and bee larvae (hachinoko). Although cultural taboos about eating
bugs have made it less common since the Meiji period, entomophagy has its fans in Japan even
today.

There are a number of advantages to including bugs in one’s diet. First, insects are good
for you because they have a lot of the protein and minerals that people need. This makes
them especially useful for countries that have problems with food security. Insects are also
cheap to grow as food and less harmful for the environment than other foods. If we compare
the negative effect on nature of eating insects to that of eating other animals like cows and
pigs, it is clear that insects are much bettef. They use fewer natural resources such as water,
and take less energy to raise and move from one place to another. If the goal is to make the
world a safer and more environmentally friendly place, one way to do that is to encourage
people to eat insects more often.

Aside from these benefits, insects are useful as food because they are delicious and

there are many things that can be done with them. People who try eating insects for the

@)
first time often say that once they get past the negative image of putting a bug into their

mouths and biting down on it, the taste is not just okay, but actually quite good. Insects can
also be prepared in a number of different ways: they can be fried, ground into paste, prepared
as a side dish, used as an ingredient in other dishes, or just eaten raw. For those who really
cannot bring themselves to eat a bug whole, there are many ways to cook insects so that

— 5 — OM21(230—144)



people may not even know what they are eating.

Of course there are some problems that must be solved if insects are going to become
more popular as food. Most seriously, eating insects is taboo in many cultures, and most of
us have seen movies that show bugs (and people having to eat them) in order to shock the
audience. This has created a strong mental barrier against eating insects. There are also
worries about the safety of farming large numbers of insects for food. As with other foods
that come from animals, insects can go rotten and cause a risk of food poisoning, and they
There also may be a moral question since very large

(3)
numbers of insects usually have to be raised and then killed to produce enough food. As with

can cause allergic** reactions.

other animals, the possibility of pain and cruel treatment needs to be discussed, even with
bugs.

In spite of these problems, however, it seems clear that bugs give people plenty of options
for ways to add variety to the dinner table. More importantly, they help avoid or reduce many
of the disadvantages of other kinds of meat such as beef, chicken, and pork. No matter how

you feel about eating insects, it may soon be a worldwide phenomenon.

BRI
Y LIF—-O

Questions. Answer all questions in Japanese except Question 5.
1. What are (Dthese events?

2. According to the passage, why did ancient humans eat more insects than modern

humans?

3. How can eating insects reduce negative effects on the environment in contrast to eating

other animals?

4. The passage states that insects are useful as food because , there are many things

2
that can be done with them. What are two examples of these things?
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5. According to the passage, what is the main reason that many people today do-not eat
insects? Choose the most appropriate answer from the following, and write (&), (b), (C),
or (d).

a) cost

(o

. ¢cultural influence

(
(
{

ke

poor flavor

(d safety

6. The passage states: ., There also may be a moral question since very large numbers of

3
insects usually have to be raised and then killed to produce enough food. What is the

moral issue involved in raising insects as food?
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Choose the best word to complete the conversation between a travel agent and a customer.

(10 %)

Agent:

Customer:

Agent:

Customer:

Agent:

Customer:

Agent:

Customer:

Agent:

Customer:

Agent:

Customer:

Agent:

Customer:

Agent:

Hello, what can [ W (do/have/help) for you today?

My wife and I want to take a trip overseas.

That's great. Where do you want to go?

Well, she wants to see Paris. We've never been there.

When are you @) (considering/planning/thinking) of going?

At the end of next month.

That's the perfect time to go. The weather will be nice and it won't be too
crowded yet.

Do you ) (believe/offer/suggest) going on a tour?

Well, have vou traveled in Europe before?

I was there many years ago, in London.

In that case, I think a tour is a good idea. Then you won't have to worry about
getting around.

Yes, but will we have some time to @ (alone/ourselves/together) ?

‘What do you mean?

I've heard that with tours the schedule is always ) (empty/flexible/full) and
people don't have a lot of time to do things on their own.

Not to worry. I think we have just the thing —it’s a tour that has a good balance

of free time and optional group activities.
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Read the following passage and answer the questions. (25 %)

Engineers have designed a new kind of fuel cell* that converts glucose (a major blood
sugar) directly into electricity. The researchers created glucose fuel cells about 400
nanometers thick, or about one hundredth that of a human hair, and 300 micrometers wide.
The tiny cells were able to produce 43 microwatts per square centimeter, the highest power
density™ of any existing glucose fuel cell.

The heart of the new device is made from ceramic materials, which keep their prdperties
even at high temperatures. The new device does not break down when heated at temperatures
up to B00°C. If used in a medical implant (a device inside the body), the fuel cell can remain
stable through the high-temperature sterilization™* process required for all such devices.

The first glucose fuel cells, introduced in the 1980s, were quickly replaced by lithium-
iodide (Lil) batteries, which would become the standard power source for medical implants.
However, batteries have a limit to how small they can be made, as their design requires space
to store energy.

The new fuel cells convert energy directly rather than storing it in a device. The
researchers believe the new design could be made into very thin films and wrapped around
implants to power electronics using the body’s plentiful glucose supply. This is the first time
that ceramic materiais have been used for glucose-to-power conversion, defining a new type of

fuel cell.

*fuel cell : #REHEM
“**power density : H AT BE

***sterilization : F%EH
(Adapted from MIT News, “Ultrathin fuel cell uses the body’s own sugar to generate
electricity,” May 12, 2022, https:/news.mit.edu/2022/glucose-fuel-cell-electricity-0512 —3%Hf
g )]

Questions

1. Based on the article, approximately how many micrometers thick is a human hair?

2. According to the article, what is the main advantage of using ceramic materials in

medical implants? Answer within 30 characters (letters) in Japanese.

3. According to the article, what do you think is the advantage of using glucose to power
medical implants? Answer within 50 characters (letters} in Japanese,
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